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Edexcel Key Principles

• Clear specification

• Progression, not repetition 

• Reflect today’s global world

• Clear assessments

• Clear mark schemes

• Skills for progression into the real world



Structure

• Pearson Edexcel International Advanced Subsidiary in Business (AS)

• This qualification consists of two externally-examined units. The International Advanced

• Subsidiary is the first half of the International Advanced Level qualification and consists

• of two IAS units, Units 1 and 2. This qualification may be awarded as a discrete

• qualification or may contribute 50 per cent towards the International Advanced Level

• qualification.

• Pearson Edexcel International Advanced Level in Business (A2)

• This qualification consists of four externally-examined units. The International Advanced

• Level consists of the two IAS units (Units 1 and 2) plus two IA2 units (Units 3 and 4).

• Students wishing to take the International Advanced Level must, therefore, complete all

• four units.



Content



Assessment



Modular Approach

• With all examinations available in January, June and October, there is 
flexibility for unit delivery and teaching.  

• Resits available throughout

• Starting In September and January

• Cater for 2 year AS qualification if students want the flexibility



Clear Command Words



Evidence Indicators



Resources



Real World Context



Topics AS



Topics A2



Paths available at the LES

• AS Level Business - Modular

• A2 Level Business – Modular

• AS Level Economics – Modular

• A2 Level Economics – Modular

• Two Year AS Business and Economics 

• Modular = Formally examined in January and June by Unit e.g. AS 
Unit 1 and 2, A2 Unit 3 and 4.  Resits available throughout



Business or Economics, or both

• Business Studies? Economics? Are they the same? What are the 
differences? Making the initial choice of either subject is quite a 
challenging prospect as many students will have to make it with 
relatively little knowledge, and in many cases little experience, of 
subject content. There was a commonly expressed opinion several 
years ago, held by many university Professors in particular, that 
Economics was a ‘ more demanding’ subject, but both subjects are 
equally weighted in terms of content and complexity.



Business or Economics, or both

• both subjects are heavily dependent upon basic skills acquired in 
other areas; numeracy and literacy 

• logical and analytical approaches utilised in sciences and humanities. 

• Students are expected to apply techniques of analysis taught within 
the subject content to "real world problems" and that, without a 
certain amount of exposure to the commercial and political activities 
of the nation, it would be difficult for them to develop the contextual 
awareness required by examiners in either subject.



Business or Economics, or both

• Both subjects are highly popular A Level option choices at the Laude 
Lady Elizabeth School for some time.   

• The A level has become fully accepted as one containing appropriate 
academic rigour and discipline. Changes in the Economics syllabus 
over recent years have followed the same route, that is to say, that 
much more case study driven material and analysis of current issues 
has now been included at the expense of a certain amount of micro-
economic theory. Having described how the courses have become 
closer in terms of approach and assessment, the most obvious 
difference is perhaps in terms of the perspective adopted by the two 
subjects.



Business or Economics, or both

• A good analogy would be....There are 2 students standing back to 
back one is looking inwards towards the firm or business, they are 
interested in what internal mechanisms make the business work, 
areas such as Marketing, Motivation, Organisation, Sources of Finance 
and Operations Management are studied in depth in Business 
Studies. The other student is looking at the external influences that 
will affect the business, such as macroeconomic issues of Inflation, 
Causes of Economic Growth, Unemployment, Recession, Balance of 
Payments and Exchange Rates are studied in depth to assess the 
influence these variables have on the individual business.

• There are inevitably some areas of overlap, but only slight. 



Career paths

• What ever discipline you decide to choose; medicine, architecture, 
teaching, designer you will exist in a business context either in the 
private or public sector.  

• Knowing how businesses run and operate enables you to develop and 
prosper much quicker in the real world

• ALL career paths are enhanced by Business Studies


